Access to quality early
learning and early
intervention
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Access to quality early learning and early intervention is vital to supporting
and maintaining a child’s overall mental health and well-being and contributes to

the long-term vitality of our state. Supporting children’s early learning results in increased
reading and math achievement, higher graduation rates, fewer teen pregnancies, improved
mental health, lower risk of heart disease, and longer lifespans.1 In addition, providing early
intervention to children with developmental delays or disabilities can prevent later need for
behavioral health-related intervention or reduce the intensity of interventions needed.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has exposed the fragility
of our systems in both
responding to and preventing
a behavioral health crisis
and has exacerbated the
early learning and early
intervention challenges
facing our youngest Ohioans.

What does the data tell us?

Ohio’s children are behind and do not have equitable access to quality
early learning and early intervention opportunities:
More than half of children (62.1%) in Ohio were not demonstrating
readiness for kindergarten in school year 2021-2022.2

76.9%

of children experiencing
economic disadvantage were
not demonstrating readiness

An estimated

50%

compared to
(half of children) not
experiencing economic
disadvantage.3

352,769

children from
households with
low incomes do not have access to quality early learning programming.4

Low birthweight can result in developmental delays. Data suggests that
many of Ohio’s babies and young children at higher risk for developmental
delays are not getting the early intervention services they may need.
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Children of color, who live in Appalachian or rural regions of the state, with disabilities, and who are
from families with low incomes are more likely to experience challenges in accessing quality early
learning opportunities and early intervention services compared to their peers.

To improve mental health and well-being,
Ohio’s next governor should support access to
quality early learning and early intervention by:
Improving access to quality early learning
programming by increasing eligibility for Ohio’s
publicly funded child care from 142% to 200% of the
Federal Poverty Level.

Increasing access to early intervention services,
including early identification, diagnosis, and
treatment of children to meet their developmental
needs.

Addressing the inadequate compensation for the
child care workforce by increasing reimbursement
rates to align to the actual cost of quality child care
and directing dollars to the workforce.
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